
Achievement Contract 

2010-2013 

From the balcony  

to the dance floor 



What is an achievement 
contract? 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ministry of education as an annual 
declaration of the overall direction 
of the district. 

 
× ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚ όƎƻŀƭǎύ 

× What are we doing about it? 
(strategies) 

× How do we know how well we are 
doing? (evidence of learning) 



 

The Achievement Contract: 
From the Balcony to the Floor 

In an attempt to make our contract more friendly we have split it 
into three sections. As you move through the document you will 
move from the global perspective (the balcony) to more detailed 
(the stage) and then to the fine details (the floor). 
 
This way, the reader can choose the level of detail they wish. If you 
wish an overview of the district, take the view from the balcony. If 
you want more information such as the strategies we use to achieve 
our goals, look from the stage. If you would like to know the 
absolute details of how we work toward our goals, our evidence of 
success and the targets we set, then move to the floor. We hope 
this method achieves our public goal of celebrating what we do in a 
manner that is accessible to the general public. 
 
For easy navigation,  the icons allow users to travel to the balcony, 
stage and floor at a single click. 

 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
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The Achievement Contract: 
Ease of Navigation 

To help users navigate the contract, we have provided a navigation bar at 
the bottom of each slide. 
 
These buttons allow users to travel through the document selecting points 
of interest. 
 
The icons may be clicked at any time throughout the presentation and are: 
 
Balcony    Stage  Floor Appendices Home 
 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf


 

The Achievement Contract: 
From the Balcony to the Floor 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŎƻƴȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚέ - 

ÅThe learning goals of the district and their origin based on our values. 
 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚέ- 

ÅDetails about how we intend to pursue our goals, and 
ÅStrategies we use in the district; 
 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ άIƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΚέ - 

ÅDetailed evidence of learning; 
ÅPerformance targets and comments, and 
ÅStrategies for monitoring our performance. 

 
 



 

The View from the Balcony:  
Goals 

From this section, you will be presented with a brief overview of the 
major directions in our district. These directions are the result of 
significant collaboration between educators, support staff, parents, and 
community members. 
 
The broad goals of the district define the overall direction of the district 
and focus our work. These goals are not intended to encompass all we 
do. We value fine arts, physical education, healthy living as well as social 
responsibility and academics. We focus on but a few areas to highlight 
and to direct our most important work.  
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf


 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΥ 
A sense of belonging - the foundation 

for learning 
In School District 71, we believe that all students must have a sense of 
belonging in our schools before learning can occur. Every student should 
feel safe, respected, that they have an adult advocate in their school, and 
that they have access to the supports necessary to learn. 
 
Unless our children feel safe and welcome in our schools, we cannot expect 
them to learn. We will strive to ensure that all children feel that they are 
safe and respected in our schools at all times. 
 
Our goal: To develop a sense of belonging and to enhance the engagement 

in learning for all students 



 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚ 
Literacy 

In literacy, we focus on the ability of students to read and to form an 
understanding of the wide variety of books they read. Our teachers 
support and instruct students in their learning specific strategies to help 
students make meaning from their texts and to be able to talk and write 
about their learning. 
 
We place a huge emphasis on the early years so that our students will 
have the foundations in literacy to help them to succeed in the 
secondary years. 
 
Our goal: To develop literacy performance by purposefully engaging 

diverse learners in the process of making meaning across all 
subject areas  

 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf


 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚ 
Numeracy 

Mathematics is one of the most significant indicators of success in 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘ ƛƴ άƳŀǘƘέ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ 
for whether or not they can make it through to graduation. 
 
While math presents students with a variety of options in secondary 
school, as a district we focus on the essential math outcomes in 
kindergarten through to grade 9 so that every student has the greatest 
chance for success in grades 10-12. 
 
Our goal:  To improve numeracy knowledge, skills and attitudes across all 

grades K-12 



 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚ 
Getting students to graduation 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ άƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜΦέ !ǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ 
ǿŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎƛȄ-ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
students who enter grade eight and then, six years later, the number of these 
students who have received a Dogwood Diploma which represents high school 
graduation in British Columbia. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ άƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜέ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘŜ мнΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜέ ŀƴŘ 
άŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ мнǎΦέ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ 
have made it to grade 12, we continue to choose to use the six-year 
completion rate which we consider a much more comprehensive look at 
school completion. 



²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚ 
Getting students to graduation 

To get a further understanding of why we would choose not to use the grade 12 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƎǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
measure looks at the percentage of students who successfully make it from one grade to 
the next. In each grade in our secondary schools, not all students pass and move on to 
the next level. In particular, our evidence from the past 2 years looks like this: 

 
 
 
 
You can see from this evidence that using only those students who make it to grade 12 
would be misleading. This is why we use the six-year completion rate. A complete set of 
ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ here. 

 
Our goal:  To increase the completion rate of all students 

Grade 9 to 10 Grade 10 to 11 Grade 11 to 12 

2007-08 96% 89% 73% 

2008-09 95% 91% 71% 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/achieve/trans.php


 

Leaving the balcony: 
Why these goals - beliefs? 

We firmly believe, as we consider all the evidence of our achievement as a 
district, that our most important work is in helping students feel engaged in 
the classroom. This engagement is rooted in a sense of belonging and in the 
development of classroom activities that are relevant and meaningful. 
 
Building on those beliefs, we know that basic skills in literacy and numeracy 
are the foundation to all academics. Finally, if our students have a sense of 
belonging and are exposed to relevant lessons that build on their basic skills, 
we believe that we can significantly improve our success rate in helping all 
students have a realistic opportunity to achieve a dogwood certificate which 
honours their completion of school. 
 



 

Leaving the balcony: 
Why these goals ς evidence rationale? 

The Comox Valley School District has undergone a major restructuring. As 
we continue to rebuild as a district we know that our evidence of learning 
concerns us in a few key areas: 
 
Sense of belonging ς the evidence we have of the numbers of students 
who do not complete school successfully is of concern to us. Compared to 
similar districts, we see a larger group not completing school. We believe 
one reason students leave early is that they do not feel a strong sense of 
belonging in their schools which can lead to disengagement from learning 
and ultimately to their departure. 



 

Leaving the balcony: 
Why these goals ς evidence rationale? 

Literacy ς our achievement results from students as they move from grades 
four through to seven shows a decline in achievement. We wish to reverse 
this trend and believe we are well on the way to establishing several 
supportive programs and strategies with a focus on literacy. 
 
Numeracy ς our achievement in numeracy shows some significant room for 
improvement in our secondary schools. We have strong teachers but need 
to provide them with the resources they need to be successful with all 
learners. We have major initiatives underway at elementary and need to 
build those to support our secondary teachers and schools. 



 

Leaving the balcony: 
Why these goals ς evidence rationale? 

School Completion ς since 2001-02, which was our highest year on recent record 
for school completion, our results have continued to decline. We have recently 
delved deeply into this evidence and have some new understandings about the 
root of these causes and how we may intervene.  
 
Specifically in our completion evidence, we are concerned about the success of 
our female students. Our evidence shows that a disproportionate number of girls 
are not successful in our schools in grades 10 and 11 as they move through the 
secondary years. As before, we believe we need to support our teachers and 
schools in developing programs and supports to encourage the success of our 
girls. Our evidence for this year will not be available until the fall, but we await 
our results so that we can update our measures of school completion. 



 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŎƻƴȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΧ 

As you work through our achievement contract, the view from the 
balcony has given you a global sense of the district and our goals and 
priorities. 
 
Now, as we move to the stage, the view will shift to how we go about 
pursuing those goals. We do this through objectives that are specifically 
how we intend to meet our goals and strategies which are the details of 
the actual work to pursue the objectives. 
 
Goals 
 

  Objectives 
   Strategies 



 

What are we doing about it? 
Sense of Belonging 

Our goal:  To develop a sense of belonging and to enhance the 
engagement in learning for all students. 

 
Objective: How will a focus on engagement and relevancy increase 

student sense of belonging? 
 
Strategies: 

Å In collaborative partnerships with teams at elementary and secondary define the performance 
standards for social responsibility in student-friendly language; 

Å Identify opportunities and strategies at all levels to allow students to demonstrate their sense 
of contributing to school and community; 

Å Continue to expand the Roots of Empathy program; 
Å Continue to provide and expand programs that have direct student involvement in the 

community (e.g. Hornby elders, reading with seniors, world cafes, Pennies for Peace, Tour de 
wƻŎƪΣ .ƻƻƳŜǊΩǎ [ŜƎŀŎȅύΤ 

Å /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŦŀƛǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻōŀƭƭȅΦ  

 



 

What are we doing about it? 
Sense of Belonging 

Our goal: To develop a sense of belonging and to enhance the engagement 
in learning for all students. 

 
Objective:  How will a focus on engagement and relevancy increase students 

sense of belonging? 
 
Strategies: 

Å Continue to support environmental initiatives at all levels (e.g. Earth Day, Green Teams, Environmental 
Clubs) both during school hours and in extra-ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
stewardship of the environment both locally and globally; 

Å Focus on at risk learners (PRIDE program, CLEAR, Opportunities, Options, PASS program, Homework 
clubs, Aboriginal Education Partnerships, ie: Ravens Program; Teen Parents ς Teddies and Toddlers) 

Å Create our own satisfaction survey for students; 
Å The Virtues Project , Seven Habits  Initiative,  Six Pillars character education are all examples of school 

wide programs that are promising practices; 
Å Establish clear and supportive transition plans for students entering grade 8; 
Å Establish a pro-active strategy for attendance in the early secondary years and develop realistic 

intervention strategies to support high levels of attendance. 

 
 



 

What are we doing about it? 
Literacy 

Our goal: To develop literacy performance by purposefully engaging diverse 
learners in the process of making meaning across all subject areas.  

 
Objective: How will we improve the learning for all students in literacy by 

using formative assessments to inform and differentiate 
instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Collaboratively developed student language friendly performance standards and rubrics (writing) across 
grades and curriculum where feasible; 

Å District Professional Partnerships Action Research Project ς Humanities Curriculum Team (secondary); 
Å Use of social media (NING, Blogs, Google, Elluminate,  You Tube, Moodle) to encourage development of 

literacy skills; 
Å Connect DPA , Brain Rules, Spark (brain exercise connection) with the impact  it has  on thinking, 

attention and engagement; 

 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf


 

What are we doing about it? 
Literacy 

Our goal: To develop literacy performance by purposefully engaging diverse 
learners in the process of making meaning across all subject 
areas.  

 
Objective: How will we improve the learning for all students in literacy by 

using formative assessments to inform and differentiate 
instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Early Intervention programs which support reading: 
Å Ready, Set, Learn; PALS; Mother Goose; 
Å Welcome to Kindergarten; Strong Start; Jump Start; Aboriginal Early Learning Project 

Å Continue Faye Brownlie / Leyton Schnellart school-based and dinner series workshops; 
Å Continue to expand and develop the work of the  diversity support teacher model in every elementary 

school; 
Å Expansion of formative assessment strategies district-wide through professional partnerships. 

 



g 

 

; ;; 

What are we doing about it? 
Literacy 

Our goal: To develop literacy performance by purposefully engaging diverse 
learners in the process of making meaning across all subject 
areas.  

 
Objective: How will we improve the learning for all students in literacy by 

using formative assessments to inform and differentiate 
instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å A focus on balanced literacy that includes guided reading and literature circles;  
Å Several schools have joined the Network of Performance Based Schools using the performance 

standards; 
Å Development of a plan for the implementation of full day Kindergarten including in-service for teachers 
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What are we doing about it? 
Literacy 

Our goal: To develop literacy performance by purposefully engaging 
diverse learners in the process of making meaning across 
all subject areas.  

 
Objective: How will we improve the learning for all students in 

literacy by using formative assessments to inform and 
differentiate instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Early Success ς foundation is laid and work will continue with support of the curriculum 
support teachers 

Å Early intervention teacher for aboriginal education with a specific focus on writing. 
Å Many professional partnerships focus on the work of Adrienne Gear and her reading 

strategies 

 



 

What are we doing about it? 
Literacy 

Our goal: To develop literacy performance by purposefully engaging 
diverse learners in the process of making meaning across all 
subject areas.  

 
Objective:  How will we improve the learning for all students in literacy by 

using formative assessments to inform and differentiate 
instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Systematic use of DART in all grades in the Fall and Spring to evaluate student needs and assist in 
planning for instruction by curriculum teams; 

Å Targeted support of students by Aboriginal teacher s (fully funded by the Aboriginal Education 
Council) to  work in the six vulnerable schools and support students; 

Å Use of synthetic phonics programs in elementary schools (Jolly Phonics Program); 
Å Connecting  learning to pre -employment/ employment  through literacy strategies; 
Å Use of audio and e-books  to encourage love of reading  (MP3 projects). 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf


 

What are we doing about it? 
Numeracy 

Our goal: To improve numeracy knowledge, skills and attitudes across all 
grades K-12 

 
Objective:  How will we improve the learning for all students in numeracy by 

using formative assessment and achievement indicators to 
inform and differentiate instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Professional partnerships at all levels with the goals of: 
Å Collaborative time for teachers to become familiar with, and to utilize in a variety of contexts, the 

performance standards for numeracy; 
Å Continue to support a secondary numeracy network  
Å Coordinate curricula sequences where critical learning outcomes are a main focus at every grade. 
ά/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƴǳƳŜǊŀŎȅ ŀǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
progress through the grades, and 

Å The development of common assessment frameworks at all levels. 
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What are we doing about it? 
Numeracy 

Our goal: To improve numeracy knowledge, skills and attitudes across all 
grades K-12 

 
Objective:  How will we improve the learning for all students in numeracy 

by using formative assessment and achievement indicators to 
inform and differentiate instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Ongoing support of the diagnostic math assessment in grades 3-9; 
Å Continue with First Step (17 teachers trained 2008, 50 teachers summer 2009, 30 teachers 2010); 
Å Continued support of the constructivist approach to Math instruction  K ς 12; 
Å As needs emerge through the diagnostic math assessment, teachers using formative assessments to 

differentiate math instruction in classrooms; 
Å Work to include district-based performance data in our evidence of learning. 
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What are we doing about it? 
Numeracy 

Our goal:  To improve numeracy knowledge, skills and attitudes across all 
grades K-12 

 
Objective:  How will we improve the learning for all students in numeracy by 

using formative assessment and achievement indicators to inform 
and differentiate instructional practices? 

 
Strategies: 

Å Ongoing support from the district  elementary numeracy support teacher both in-school , in class ,  group 
workshops  (with teachers and paraprofessional staff) and inservice; 

Å Development of an inservice to support math manipulatives; 
Å Implement new secondary Math Curriculum 10 - 12 
Å Curriculum support teacher inservice in mathematics and formative assessment strategies. 
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What are we doing about it? 
School Completion 

Our goal:  To increase the completion rate of all students. 
 
Objective: To improve the completion rate of all students to the provincial 

average by 2010 
 
Strategies: 

Å Continuation of the  school completion project to disaggregate completion rate data ; 
Å Continue to support alternate pathways to graduation including resourcing enhanced work 

experience, trade and alternate education opportunities for secondary students; 
Å Continue to provide additional support to trades/technical training by the addition of a 1.0 teacher 

leader in this area; 
Å Continue to support programs located in secondary schools that support struggling learners in the 

completion of curriculum and in the development of study and school skills (PASS, STEP, Homework 
Club and Circle of Courage, etc. ) 
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What are we doing about it? 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ 

Our goal:  To increase the completion rate of all students. 
 
Objective: To improve the completion rate of all students to the 

provincial average by 2011 
Strategies: 

Å A commitment to contact and support every student who withdraws from our secondary 
programs so that no students leave our system mid-year without personal contact (over 300  
students contacted and data / stories recorded); 

Å Continue to partner with North Island College in the development of trades training 
opportunities; 

Å Create opportunities to identify students at risk of not completing at an earlier point for 
intervention; 

Å Use work experience as a stabilizer and connector for at risk students.  Use planning 10 as a 
bridge to career and work; 

Å Adapt the windows, time frames and opportunities for student completion 
Å Continue to disaggregate our completion data to show comparisons including and excluding 

students who are enrolled in North Island Distance Education school so that we have accurate 
comparisons with similar districts. 

 



 

From the Stage to the Floor 
 

 
As we move from the stage to the floor, we begin to look at how we 
intend to measure our performance as a district. Given the strategies we 
have, how will we know if those strategies are making a difference? What 
are our plans to have ongoing revision of strategies and to monitor our 
plans? 

 
Strategies 
  Evidence of Achievement 
 
    Targets 
     Plans for monitoring 
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Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ 
Sense of Belonging 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Evidence: 
Last year, from our satisfaction survey we pulled a few questions from the satisfaction surveys that helped us 
understand whether or not students feel a sense of belonging.  
 
Specifically we looked at:  
 - participation outside of class (grade 4);  
 - do you try your best at school (grade 7); and 
 - learning to stay healthy in school (grades 10 and 12); 
 
We found that in 2006-07 we were significantly below the provincial average in grade 4 but by 2008-09 had 
moved to our highest level of satisfaction in 5 years.  The 08-09 results indicate that we climbed to 67% last 
year, up from 66% the year before and 56% in 2006-07.  This rise of 11% met our target of improving our 
participation by 10% which we intended to do over three years. This will be a trend we now wish to sustain. 
 
In grade 7 we set a target of improving the percentage of students trying their best by 5%. We have improved 
by 2% and are within 2% of the provincial average.  Last year 83% of all grade 7s reported that they tried their 
best at school, up from 79% two years ago and a point above the provincial average.  A measure we did not 
ǘǊŀŎƪ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ōǳƭƭƛŜŘΣ ǘŜŀǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ 
ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻƴΚέ Lƴ нллу-09 we were at 10%, identical to the provincial average. 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
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Evidence and targets: 
In grades 10 and 12, we set targets to reduce the percentage of students who were reporting  that they 
were learning only sometimes, few times or not at all about how to be healthy. 
 
In grade 10 we reduced this percentage from 61% in 06-07 to 54% in 08-09. In addition, at grade 12 we 
reduced the percentage from 81% in 06-07 to 64% in 08-09. This means that we fell slightly short of our 
10% reduction that we were seeking in grade 10 (7%) but went beyond the 15% reduction we were 
seeking in grade 12 (17%). 
 
We are pleased with these results and will continue to monitor these trends.  
Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ άƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅέ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ǳǇǿŀǊŘ 
over the past 5 years with a low of 15% in 03-04 to 46% in 08-09. These are the percentages of those 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ άƳŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

 
The full ministry satisfaction surveys for SD71 can be found here. 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reporting/district_data_summary.php
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reports/pdfs/sat_survey/2008/071.pdf
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New targets: 
ÅWhile pleased with our trends in attaining our goals in this area, we want to continue to 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ ά!ǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōǳƭƭƛŜŘΣ ǘŜŀǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ 
ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻƴΚέ 

Å In our grade 4 survey, we have seen a very positive trend from 16% to  an average of 11% 
over the last 5 years.  

Å In grade 7, we have seen a very positive trend from 14% to an average of 10% over the 
last 4 years.  

Å In grade 10, we have seen a positive trend from 11% to 7% in 5 years, but it did climb to 
10% last year. 

Å In grade 12, our evidence has recently climbed to 7% in08-09, which is at the provincial 
average. 

ÅWe are also pleased to see that in the past 5 years, our parent response on this question 
for elementary students has seen a reduction from 11% to 5% reporting their child being 
bullied. 
 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ 
below 10% and sustained below 10%.  This means improving at grade 4, and sustaining at grades 7 
through 12 and parental responses. 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
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Percentage of students meeting or 
exceeding expectations 

In both reading and writing, we 
see  a downward trend in 
achievement over time with the 
exception of grade 7 writing.  
This evidence, gathered solely 
through FSA  (Foundation Skills 
Assessment) is causing us to re-
examine our common assessment 
measures in Comox Valley. The 
use of DART (District Assessment 
of Reading Team) evidence needs 
to form the foundation of our 
evidence.  
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http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
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Percentage of students meeting or 
exceeding expectations 

In our early comparisons of 
DART and FSA, we find that 
our students tend to do 
better on DART.  
 
The next slide will show 
these comparisons. 
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http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
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This slide shows how our students 
perform on FSA and then, one year 
later, how do they perform on DART. 
The bars show from year to year 
(2006-2007 and 2007-2008) and, 
finally, the graph looks at the 
performance of students on the 
English 10 provincial exam. This 
graph tends to show that our 
students show significant gains from 
FSA to DART and a high level of 
success on the grade 10 provincial 
exam.  
This evidence supports our desire to 
move further away from FSA as our 
primary source of evidence. Our 
results from 2009 also show our 
grade 10 English Exam pass rate at 
93% which is stable from last year. 
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http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/schools/sdinfo/acc_contracts/achievement-guidelines-10.pdf
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In the next two graphs, we see 
our evidence in writing. 
Again, as with reading, we 
need to move away from the 
FSA as our primary means of 
evidence. In our schools, the 
use of school-wide writes and 
grade-wide writes are far more 
meaningful for us. 
 
Our target as a district for 
writing is to develop baseline 
data in the area of writing 
using school-wide and grade-
wide writes. 
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We have undergone a major 
transformation as a district with 
our numeracy instruction in 
elementary schools.  Moving to a 
άŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾƛǎǘά ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 
numeracy, in which the primary 
role of teaching is not to lecture 
but to create situations for 
students that will allow them to 
άŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
themselves from mathematical 
concepts, our district has been 
working constantly at upgrading 
our materials, texts, and providing 
workshops in instructional 
techniques.  
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Our main concern in numeracy is 
to support our elementary 
schools while providing direct 
intervention in our secondary 
schools. 
 
Our performance on provincial 
exams has tended to show a 
lower than average score on 
specific sections of the exam.  
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎǊŀǇƘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
our classroom assessments and 
how we can support our 
teachers. 
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This graph displays the 
performance of our students on 
their provincial exam in math. 
Specifically, the graph shows the 
percentage of students who 
receive certain letter grades on 
their course and then on the 
provincial exam.  
 

In the 2008-09 school year, we 
significantly decreased the gap 
between the course mark and 
exam mark for those students 
who had an F, C-, or C in the 
course. The gap was reduced 
from 40% to 25% and is our 
smallest gap in 5 years. 
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